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        2                   MR. PAROLO:  The time is now

        3             7 o'clock.  I would ask you to

        4             please turn off your cell phones.

        5                   Please take notice that the

        6             Town of Hempstead Industrial

        7             Development Agency, as lead agency,

        8             has accepted a Draft Environmental

        9             Impact Statement (DEIS) for proposed

       10             Covanta Hempstead Energy From Waste

       11             Facility Expansion Project as

       12             complete for purposes of public

       13             review.

       14                   The action involves the

       15             expansion of the Covanta Hempstead

       16             Company's existing energy from waste

       17             facility located at 600 Merchants

       18             Concourse in Westbury Town of

       19             Hempstead, New York through the

       20             addition of one new boiler at the

       21             facility, with a nominal capacity of

       22             1,100 tons per day of solid waste,

       23             together with a new turbine

       24             generator expected to generate 35 MW

       25             of electricity (net to the grid).
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        2             The action also involves increasing

        3             groundwater withdrawals by

        4             approximately 270 million gallons

        5             per year, constructing a new cooling

        6             tower and ancillary equipment, and

        7             upgrading the air pollution control

        8             equipment of the existing facility.

        9                   Please take further notice that

       10             the Town of Hempstead Industrial

       11             Development Agency will accept

       12             written comments on the DEIS until

       13             the close of business, August 10,

       14             2009.  The public hearing to accept

       15             all oral comments on the DEIS is to

       16             be held on July 23, 2009 at

       17             7 o'clock p.m. at the Town of

       18             Hempstead Town Hall, Nathan Bennett

       19             Pavilion, Hempstead, New York.

       20                   We will welcome all comments

       21             with respect to this segment of the

       22             DEIS.  We would ask you to keep your

       23             comments brief but that is your

       24             determination.  Repetition does not

       25             assist us greatly, so if a thought
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        2             or a pattern of thought has been set

        3             forth, you can reinforce it, but

        4             don't protract it because it's a

        5             written record and it really does

        6             not assist us in obtaining the

        7             information that substantivally is

        8             of assistance to the Town of

        9             Hempstead I.D.A.

       10                   This is Edie Longo, C.F.O.,

       11             Town of Hempstead I.D.A. and Ruth

       12             Leistensnider, our counsel, and I

       13             will turn it to Ruth for comments

       14             first.

       15                   MS. LEISTENSNIDER:  Just

       16             briefly, as Mr. Parola has said, the

       17             purpose of tonight's hearing is to

       18             take oral comments on the Draft

       19             Environmental Impact Statement for

       20             the Covanta Hempstead Expansion

       21             Project.

       22                   The I.D.A. accepted the Draft

       23             Environmental Impact Statement as

       24             complete at its meeting of

       25             June 24th.  Hard copies of the Draft
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        2             Environmental Impact Statement are

        3             available at the I.D.A. offices at

        4             350 Front Street.  It's also

        5             available at the Westbury,

        6             Uniondale, Hempstead, Mineola,

        7             Hicksville, Garden City and East

        8             Meadow public libraries.  And it's

        9             my understanding that a copy of the

       10             Draft Environmental Impact Statement

       11             has also been given to the Board and

       12             the Homeowners Association of

       13             Meadowbrook Pointe.

       14                   In terms of how the hearing

       15             will be run tonight, Covanta will be

       16             giving a brief 10-15 minute overview

       17             presentation of the proposed

       18             project.  We will then open up the

       19             floor for public comments.

       20                   If you wish to speak there is a

       21             speaker sign-up sheet in the back.

       22             We have some here.  We'll go through

       23             this list first and then we'll take

       24             a second list.  If things do go

       25             long, we may ask you to keep your
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        2             comments to a shorter amount of

        3             time.  And also, if you wish,

        4             written and oral comments will be

        5             given equal weight, so if you do not

        6             wish to speak today but if you would

        7             like to provide written comments on

        8             the Draft Environmental Impact

        9             Statement they will be accepted

       10             through close of business

       11             August 10th addressed to Mr. Parola

       12             at the Hempstead I.D.A.

       13                   With that, I'd like to ask

       14             Covanta if they would like to start

       15             their presentation.

       16                   MR. PAROLO:  I would ask all

       17             speakers to identify yourselves

       18             prior to your comments.

       19                   Thank you.

       20                   MR. WAFFENSCHMIDT:  This is Mr.

       21             John G. Waffenschmidt.  I'm vice

       22             president with Covanta and I

       23             appreciate the opportunity to speak

       24             with you today.  I know several of

       25             you I've spoken to over the last few
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        2             months.  We have tried to make an

        3             effort to communicate about this

        4             project and hopefully answer some of

        5             the questions that you have.

        6                   Today you're here to make

        7             comments on a Draft Environmental

        8             Impact Statement which was prepared

        9             by consultants that we had hired.

       10             The review of those documents were

       11             done by the I.D.A. and their staff.

       12             It was a fairly rigorous process and

       13             that's part of the reason why it's

       14             such a large document to cover every

       15             area that people may be concerned

       16             with, and it was based upon a

       17             previous scope which was prepared

       18             and presented in a presentation in

       19             this room at the end of last year.

       20                   I want to spend a few moments

       21             sort of shaping to you what the

       22             scope of our project is, and we have

       23             a couple of schematics here that

       24             we've put up on the board on the

       25             easel.  That one over there walks
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        2             through the process.  We're happy to

        3             stay here and talk to any of you so

        4             you understand what the

        5             environmental controls are there,

        6             how the facility is designed, how

        7             it's operated and what steps we take

        8             to make sure that we're running in a

        9             safe and environmentally sound

       10             fashion.

       11                   The one over here shows you how

       12             the facility looks today and how it

       13             will look in the future.  I think if

       14             you compare those two diagrams one

       15             of the things you'll notice is that

       16             we'll look much the same in the

       17             future as we look today, assuming we

       18             are successful with that.

       19                   Our proposal is to add one more

       20             boiler and that one boiler will add

       21             another 35 megawatts of capacity,

       22             both to the facility and to Long

       23             Island non-fossil fuel energy.

       24             We're going to have another

       25             8000 tons of ferrous, which will be
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        2             recovered and recycled, which would

        3             otherwise go into landfill and not

        4             be recovered.  Another 400 tons of

        5             nonferrous metals, most of that is

        6             aluminum, which is a metal that

        7             we're most interested in recycling

        8             from both energy and a greenhouse

        9             gas standpoint.  We're going to end

       10             up saving up to 420,000 barrel

       11             equivalent of fossil fuel a year

       12             because every time you burn one time

       13             you save about a barrel equivalent

       14             of energy.

       15                   Likewise, we're going to reduce

       16             greenhouse gases by about 400,000

       17             tons because every time you come to

       18             one of these facilities it's going

       19             to end up in a landfill emitting

       20             Methane which is 21 to 25 times more

       21             potent as a greenhouse gas than

       22             carbon dioxide.

       23                   We're going to end up with less

       24             truck traffic on Long Island.  The

       25             million plus tons that are going off
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        2             island today use 55,000 trucks to

        3             leave the island.  If we remove

        4             those trucks from the roads, they

        5             won't be on the freeways and over

        6             the bridges and adding to the truck

        7             congestion leaving Long Island.

        8                   Long Island right now is

        9             dependant upon communities that

       10             aren't on the island.  This will

       11             lead to an increase in

       12             self-sufficiency of Long Island and

       13             it would decrease the cost of the

       14             management of solid waste by the

       15             Town of Hempstead.

       16                   These times are a little bit

       17             rougher from an economic standpoint

       18             than we would like them to be and

       19             this project is going to result in

       20             $548,000,000 of regional income as a

       21             result of it.  That regional income

       22             will result in another $131,000,000.

       23             Of that amount, $131,000,000 will go

       24             towards State and Federal taxes and

       25             another $12,000,000 of sales taxes.
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        2                   There will be more than 200

        3             construction jobs at the peek, and

        4             we're either going to offer a new

        5             traffic light in the vicinity of the

        6             front gait or an alternative

        7             entrance onto Stewart Avenue.  We've

        8             looked at that under request of the

        9             citizens.  We have found that on a

       10             preliminary basis to be feasible and

       11             we're continuing our detailed review

       12             in the hopes that we can offer that

       13             up as a project mitigation.

       14                   There will be no increase in

       15             NOx emissions because we're going to

       16             use some new patten pending

       17             technology we have.  The NOx

       18             emissions coming out of the three

       19             boilers today will be no more when

       20             we have the fourth unit in because

       21             we're going to install two different

       22             types of new technology; one on the

       23             three existing units and one on the

       24             new unit.

       25                   This original project, the
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        2             facility that exists there today,

        3             was developed through an open

        4             process much like the one that we're

        5             going through right now.  There was

        6             considerable involvement from the

        7             citizens and those of you who have

        8             heard me speak in the past, I often

        9             credit those citizens for making the

       10             project a better project than it

       11             would have been because the air

       12             pollution control equipment that is

       13             there today is there because of the

       14             involvement of those citizens back

       15             at that time and that turned out to

       16             be an excellent decision-making

       17             process and excellent investment for

       18             the community.

       19                   That open dialogue we continue

       20             throughout these last 20 years.

       21             We've always made ourselves

       22             available to meet with anybody who

       23             has a concern or issue or wants to

       24             visit our plant or learn about our

       25             business.  Hopefully, some of you
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        2             will credit us for having shown that

        3             from this review process up until

        4             today.

        5                   In that dialogue which has

        6             continued, we made a few changes

        7             from when we first presented to you.

        8             I previously mentioned that we're

        9             considering the new entranceway that

       10             was not originally on the table.

       11             What was on the table was to put in

       12             a traffic stimulization system.  At

       13             the time, when we conceptualized

       14             that, we did it because it feels

       15             like, when you drive past the area,

       16             it could be more comfortable if

       17             there were a light there because

       18             there is a lot of traffic movement

       19             happening in a very small area.  It

       20             turns out that the traffic analysis

       21             that was done, that whole corridor

       22             actually improves, the level of

       23             service improves, because that

       24             traffic light is there to ease the

       25             flow of traffic.
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        2                   A question was raised to us

        3             about the trucks that operate or the

        4             vehicles that operate on our site

        5             that there was a beeping noise when

        6             they backed up.  Based upon bringing

        7             that information to us, we

        8             investigated and we found out that

        9             we could use a different type of

       10             beeper that looks for the ambient

       11             sound and then only beeps several

       12             decibels above it, so we put that in

       13             in an attempt to make the facility

       14             more palatable to our neighbors.

       15                   There was a question that came

       16             up about the speed bumps because the

       17             trucks would go over and bounce

       18             afterwards.  Those of you that have

       19             driven over a speed bump you know

       20             that's one feeling and if you go

       21             over a hump that's a different one.

       22             We took the speed bumps out and put

       23             speed humps in, again, to be

       24             responsive to the comments we heard.

       25                   In like fashion, the question
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        2             was raised that sometimes the road

        3             may not be as clean as it could be

        4             so we have now stepped up and we're

        5             cleaning it once a week.  We've

        6             actually petitioned for us to be

        7             able to be responsible for that area

        8             of roadway in official sense; like

        9             in the Adopt-a-Roadway Program.

       10                   Probably the most significant

       11             change from my standpoint, since I'm

       12             a big believer that we've got a

       13             tremendous challenge ahead of us to

       14             move away from fossil fuel based

       15             energy, we use advanced design

       16             techniques and we've increased the

       17             output of the facility from 29

       18             megawatts to 35 megawatts and that's

       19             an excellent improvement.  Now the

       20             same amount of waste is actually

       21             resulting in more electricity of a

       22             non-fossil fuel nature to go to the

       23             grid.

       24                   We've also offered, for those

       25             of you that are interested, to
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        2             participate on an aesthetic

        3             committee so if we have the

        4             opportunity to build this fourth

        5             unit that there is an opportunity to

        6             shape how that looks to make it more

        7             pleasing perhaps to the eyes of

        8             those that are across the street at

        9             Meadowbrook Pointe.

       10                   We've also committed to work

       11             with the Town, as well as the local

       12             citizens, on ensuring that the

       13             construction sequence and the

       14             construction process that we use

       15             minimizes the potential impact to

       16             the local community.  The details

       17             really get worked out as we move

       18             further along, but we offer that in

       19             open dialogue with you in the hope

       20             of delivering the least impact in

       21             construction process that we can.

       22                   From that standpoint, we will

       23             continue to listen.  If there are

       24             other new ideas that make sense that

       25             we're able to incorporate, we will
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        2             seek to do that.  We'll continue to

        3             be available for dialogue.  All of

        4             us here from Covanta will stay here

        5             as long as you want tonight.  If

        6             there are questions or any of you

        7             that want to visit the plant, we'd

        8             be happy to do that.  Any of you

        9             that would want us to come and visit

       10             your local group and talk with you

       11             and get into some of the details and

       12             perhaps explain the best we can

       13             about our business, we're happy to

       14             do that.

       15                   We believe that the project

       16             concept that we came up with the

       17             expansion of this plant was the

       18             environmentally correct decision.

       19             We think that that environmental

       20             review document, which is the

       21             purpose of this hearing,

       22             substantiates that original

       23             perception that there is some value

       24             in doing this for Long Island and

       25             it's a worthy project to go forward
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        2             on.

        3                   In summary, this project would

        4             enable a more environmentally

        5             friendly and sustainable waste

        6             management practice for Long Island

        7             and it would be a contributor

        8             towards an improved economy for Long

        9             Island.

       10                   Thank you very much for your

       11             time.

       12                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Mr.

       13             Waffenschmidt.

       14                   MS. LEISTENSNIDER:  I just want

       15             to add a couple of points before we

       16             start with public comments.

       17                   We have the one sign-in sheet

       18             and I want to make a couple of

       19             points.  Tonight's session really is

       20             not, at least as we're recording it,

       21             a question and answer session.

       22             Covanta has said they will be

       23             available afterwards to answer

       24             questions but the purpose tonight is

       25             to receive your comments on the
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        2             Draft Environmental Impact

        3             Statement.

        4                   Those comments will be

        5             responded to in a comprehensive

        6             document.  As part of the final

        7             environmental Impact Statement, part

        8             of that document will be a summary

        9             of all the comments received.  It

       10             will be a summary of comments and a

       11             specific response to those comments.

       12             So please don't think that your

       13             comments will not be taken into

       14             account.  There will be a written

       15             response to comments and a lot of

       16             times it results in some beneficial

       17             changes to the project, so we look

       18             forward to hearing your comments.

       19             Thank you.

       20                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Ruth.

       21             I'm going to read off from the list

       22             in the order that they were signed

       23             in.  If you wish to speak, quite

       24             obviously just come forward.  If you

       25             do not, just waive me off.  First
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        2             name I have is Sandy D'Andrea, 512

        3             Pacing Way in Westbury.

        4                   MS. D'ANDREA:  I pass.

        5                   MR. PAROLO:  You pass?

        6                   MS. D'ANDREA:  Yes.

        7                   MR. PAROLO:  Tara Bono, 225A

        8             Main Street, Farmingdale.  Would you

        9             like to be heard?

       10                   MS. BONO:  Yes.

       11                   MR. PAROLO:  Please come

       12             forward.  You represent the Citizens

       13             Campaign for the Environment?

       14                   MS. BONO:  That's correct.

       15             Good evening, my name is Tara Bono,

       16             I'm the program coordinator at

       17             Citizens Campaign for the

       18             Environment.  Supported by over

       19             80,000 members throughout New York

       20             and Connecticut, CCE empowers

       21             communities and advocates solutions

       22             to protect public health and our

       23             natural resources.

       24                   The CCE has reviewed the draft

       25             EIS and offers the following
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        2             comments:

        3                   Energy to waste facilities can

        4             have impacts on the natural

        5             environment and public health.

        6             There is an especially high

        7             concentration of EfW facilities in

        8             our region; out of the 102

        9             facilities nationwide and 158 in the

       10             world, four are located on Long

       11             Island.

       12                   CCE believes that the energy

       13             generated should not be the

       14             determining factor for the

       15             expansion.  The four Long Island EfW

       16             facilities combined process 1.7

       17             million tons of MSW annually and

       18             produce 914,000 megawatt-hours per

       19             year.  Between all four of these EfW

       20             facilities on Long Island, two

       21             percent of Long Island's energy

       22             needs are produced collectively.

       23             The DEIS states that the addition to

       24             the Westbury facility would add 35

       25             megawatts to this figure, increasing
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        2             energy production.  The DEIS also

        3             states that for every ton of MSW

        4             processed, one barrel or 35 gallons

        5             of oil is saved.  However, CCE is

        6             critically concerned if energy

        7             production is the targeted goal for

        8             this facility that reducing solid

        9             waste may be discouraged in order to

       10             continue power generation.

       11                   CCE has been working diligently

       12             to promote increased recycling and

       13             improve recycling programs in towns

       14             across Long Island as well as the

       15             two Cities.  Power generation should

       16             not rely on a stable supply of

       17             garbage when policies and practices

       18             can and should be implemented to

       19             increase recycling and reduce

       20             garbage generation.

       21                   CCE believes that the Covanta

       22             expansion should be in compliance

       23             with existing policies.  It is

       24             critical that Covanta follow the

       25             RIGGI standards.  Although the DEIS
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        2             claims that EfW plants are not

        3             required to follow the Regional

        4             Greenhouse Gas Initiative standards,

        5             CCE strongly recommends that the

        6             existing and proposed EfW facilities

        7             follow the greenhouse emission

        8             guidelines set forth by the

        9             Northeast states under the RGGI

       10             memorandum of understanding.

       11                   CCE also strongly recommends

       12             that the DEIS is revised to include

       13             the project increase in greenhouse

       14             gas emission standards, based upon

       15             the recent New York State DEC policy

       16             that mandates greenhouse gas

       17             emissions be incorporated into the

       18             SEQRA process.

       19                   CCE is requesting that the EIS

       20             provide clarification on the

       21             following key points.

       22                   The DEIS states that there will

       23             an additional 420,000 tons per year

       24             of waste from the primary and

       25             secondary service areas.  The
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        2             primary service area is defined as

        3             municipalities within Nassau and

        4             Suffolk Counties.  However, the

        5             secondary service area is not

        6             defined.  CCE requests clarification

        7             on what constitutes the secondary

        8             service area.

        9                   The DEIS states that one of the

       10             benefits of expanding the facility

       11             would be preservation of land

       12             formally used for landfills out of

       13             state.  CCE requests that specific

       14             examples be identified where

       15             out-of-state landfills will have

       16             preservation initiatives implemented

       17             as a direct result of expanding the

       18             EfW facility.

       19                   The DEIS states presently, as

       20             solid waste management capacity is

       21             substantially below the solid waste

       22             generation rate of Long Island, it

       23             is estimated that between .8 and 1

       24             million tons per year of MSW

       25             generated on Long Island is trucked
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        2             long distances to landfills in other

        3             states such as Pennsylvania.

        4                     CCE would like further

        5             clarification on what constitutes

        6             long distances.  More specifically,

        7             what towns transport off island?

        8             How much MSW per town?  What states

        9             receive Long Island MSW?  How much

       10             does each state receive?

       11                   The DEIS and CCE wholeheartedly

       12             agrees that the greenhouse gas

       13             impact perspective requires an

       14             analysis of the comparison between

       15             waste management options of the EfW

       16             and of long hauling Long Island's

       17             MSW to an off island landfill.  This

       18             analysis must also include a

       19             comparative analysis of recycling

       20             and composting as an option.

       21                   Greater clarity needs to be

       22             provided in the assessment document

       23             to identify public health concerns

       24             regarding the burning of certain

       25             materials.  What are the facility's
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        2             existing and planned EPA permit

        3             levels for Mercury, dioxins,

        4             hexavalent chromium?  CCE requests

        5             that process set forth by the Clean

        6             Air Act that the tightest levels

        7             applicable be implemented

        8             considering the facility's close

        9             proximity to such a dense

       10             population.

       11                   CCE does recognize Covanta's

       12             positive initiatives and offers

       13             suggestions for more incentive

       14             programs.  Currently, Covanta has a

       15             partnership with towns on Long

       16             Island to reduce mercury.  Covanta

       17             has partnerships with the towns of

       18             Hempstead, Smithtown, Huntington to

       19             provide $5 gift certificates to

       20             Lowe's and Home Depot in exchange

       21             for mercury containing thermometers.

       22             This is a positive step towards

       23             keeping toxic pollutants from

       24             entering the incinerators.  This

       25             incentive works to educate the
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        2             public on the dangers of mercury by

        3             providing direct monetary rewards to

        4             encourage the public to prevent

        5             these hazardous items from entering

        6             the waste stream.  It is CCE's

        7             suggestion that similar programs be

        8             implemented that will not only keep

        9             thermometers out of the

       10             incinerators, but other toxic items

       11             as well.

       12                   Batteries and electronic waste

       13             are two items that the CCE requests

       14             that Covanta proactively work with

       15             towns and independently to offer

       16             Long Islanders more batteries and

       17             E-waste recycling throughout Long

       18             Island to prevent these hazardous

       19             waste materials from winding up in

       20             the incinerator.

       21                   In conclusion, CCE strongly

       22             supports the production of clean

       23             renewable energy.  CCE strongly

       24             supports the definition of renewable

       25             energy adopted by the New York
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        2             Public Service Commission's

        3             Renewable Portfolio standard.

        4             Burning garbage, while abundant, is

        5             not renewable.

        6                   CCE is working closely with

        7             Long Island's municipalities to

        8             improve recycling programs and to

        9             improve the sustainable management

       10             of our solid waste streams.

       11                   Furthermore, CCE supports the

       12             New York State solid waste hierarchy

       13             that prefers reducing waste at its

       14             source, reusing, composting and

       15             recycling and ranks incinerating and

       16             land filling waste as a last resort.

       17                   Thank you for this opportunity

       18             to comment.

       19                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you so much,

       20             Ms. Bono.  Next we have Scott

       21             Castillo, 145 Atlantic Avenue.

       22                   MR. CASTILLO:  Long Beach.

       23                   MR. PAROLO:  Long Beach.  You

       24             represent Nassau County --

       25                   MR. CASTILLO:  Warriors to
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        2             Work.

        3                   MR. PAROLA:  Okay.

        4                   MR. CASTILLO:  Hi.  Good

        5             afternoon, my name is Scott

        6             Castillo, I'm the project

        7             coordinator for Warrior's to Work.

        8             It's a project for return in Iraq

        9             and Afghanistan veterans.

       10                   As you know, we have over

       11             70,000 veterans in Nassau County.

       12             I'm going to make it real brief.

       13             I'm very happy that Covanta joined

       14             the Warriors to Work in guaranteeing

       15             jobs.  It's going to produce over a

       16             hundred jobs.  Hopefully there is a

       17             hundred veteran jobs, but I'm all

       18             for it and I'm very happy that the

       19             process is going to go possibly

       20             forward.  Thank you.

       21                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you so much,

       22             Mr. Castillo.  The Honorable Zelda

       23             Jonas, 431 Pacing Way, Westbury.

       24                   MS. JONAS:  Chairman, Counsel,

       25             I think that the job that young
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        2             woman did was absolutely phenomenal

        3             and I'm going to go on with mine.

        4                   I represent and I'm part of a

        5             Homeowners Association board of

        6             about right now 700 or 800 people

        7             that will quickly expand to 1500

        8             people.

        9                   I am not going to go into the

       10             statistics that were outlined by the

       11             gentleman from Covanta.  I just want

       12             to point out a few things about what

       13             he said.

       14                   Number one.  He is paid by

       15             Covanta.  He is a managing -- He is

       16             part of management of Covanta.  This

       17             is a one-sided unilateral report.

       18             We have no objectivity regarding

       19             this report.  I'm not pointing out

       20             these things to discredit this

       21             gentleman who I got to know and got

       22             to like, but I'm dealing with an

       23             expert and there are always two

       24             sides when an expert comes to view,

       25             so I don't know how expertise this
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        2             will eventually turn out to be.

        3                   I've lived on Long Island my

        4             whole life.  When this project

        5             started many years ago, Roosevelt

        6             Raceway was a beautiful, beautiful

        7             raceway and it was operative.  It

        8             then laid vacant for many, many

        9             years.  After it laid vacant, Mr.

       10             Michael Dougs purchased it and put

       11             up a beautiful community.  There is

       12             no question that the people that

       13             purchased there, the owners, were

       14             very aware of what was existing

       15             around.  They were not aware that

       16             this was going to be "developed" and

       17             "improved" (and I put that in

       18             quotes) by a 40 percent increase in

       19             what's happening.

       20                   Much of the garbage that's

       21             being recycled here is not only from

       22             Long Island, it's from New York

       23             City.  Right now it's from New York

       24             City.  It's going to be

       25             incorporating more and more garbage
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        2             from New York City.

        3                   We have a lot of situations

        4             because we're homeowners and we

        5             are -- this is our backyard so to

        6             speak.  When this was built, it was

        7             vacant.  It is no longer vacant.

        8             It's being occupied by 1500 owners

        9             that pay a great deal of money for

       10             their homes, that contribute greatly

       11             to the tax base of this County and

       12             this town and contribute to the

       13             school districts even though it's an

       14             "over 55 population."

       15                   With this expansion of

       16             40 percent as it exists today, there

       17             are smells, there are sounds, there

       18             are trucks.  There are many, many

       19             trucks.  And this whole concept of

       20             reducing trucks that are going to go

       21             back and forth absolutely belies

       22             what's happening in our community.

       23                   A hundred trucks today 24/7

       24             come in and out of that facility,

       25             which is a across the street from
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        2             us, which is Merchants Concourse.

        3                   There is no question that

        4             ecologically we're going to have to

        5             change the way we do things.  But

        6             you also have to specify by SEQR how

        7             is it going to impact or benefit the

        8             community.  I only see a terrific

        9             impact as far as these trucks going

       10             through townships to get here,

       11             trailing garbage to get here.  The

       12             benefits elude me because Covanta

       13             will not be paying taxes.  Covanta

       14             will be getting many rewards from

       15             the Town because they are presumably

       16             presenting a benefit to the Town.  I

       17             want to see the benefit to the Town.

       18             I want to see it in dollars and

       19             cents.  And more than that, I want

       20             to see a facility that does not

       21             expand unless it is absolutely

       22             necessary and I don't think it is.

       23                   Covanta has other

       24             establishments and we're very

       25             concerned about it.  However,

                       FEVOLA REPORTING & TRANSCRIPTION INC. (631) 724-7576

        1                            Proceedings          35

        2             despite our concerns about it and

        3             Covanta's, because they certainly

        4             have an interest in this, we have

        5             met with them and there have been

        6             ongoing negotiations of whether or

        7             not this facility can comport with

        8             our demands, and if they can't

        9             comport with our demands, should

       10             they exist at all, because we are

       11             the community.  This is a State law

       12             that requires these hearings to see

       13             the affect on communities, and

       14             unless something is changed and

       15             radically so, I don't think this

       16             will benefit the community, enhance

       17             the community or improve the

       18             community.

       19                   Thank you very much.  No, I'm

       20             not through.  I'm going to leave the

       21             rest of it to Ron Sosnick who is

       22             also on the board.

       23                   MR. PAROLO:  All right.  Taking

       24             your direction, Your Honor, Ronald

       25             Sosnick, 490 Pacing Way, Westbury.
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        2                   MR. SOSNICK:  As indicated, I

        3             guess, I am Robert Sosnick and I do

        4             live at the community known as

        5             Meadowbrook Pointe.  I have to

        6             confess I knew Covanta was there

        7             when I moved in.  I checked it out

        8             and based on what I was told at the

        9             time I felt very confident in terms

       10             of moving in.

       11                   Not only do I live in

       12             Meadowbrook Pointe, I live on

       13             Merchants Concourse.  I'm as close

       14             as you can get to Covanta.  Not only

       15             am I as close as you can get to

       16             Covanta, I'm also as close as you

       17             can get to the trucks, the

       18             sanitation trucks, the long-haul

       19             trucks that pass on Merchants

       20             Concourse.

       21                   I didn't learn of the

       22             expansion, as a lot of people did,

       23             until after we had purchased and

       24             after we had moved in.

       25                   I had been a math teacher many
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        2             years ago.  I'm very impressed with

        3             the fact and, as you said, I know

        4             that there is a book that came out.

        5             I called to get it.  I was happy to

        6             say that it came to our board

        7             meeting and I looked at the book and

        8             what it has is statistics that has

        9             all kinds of information in it and I

       10             have to confess, I don't understand

       11             a darn thing that's in it.  Not only

       12             don't I understand what's in it, I

       13             can't even lift the book.

       14                   I somehow get the impression

       15             that perhaps it is made that way so

       16             you can't look into what's

       17             important, but I know what's

       18             important to me.

       19                   I was listening to the young

       20             lady that spoke before, made certain

       21             comments about the environment --

       22             I'm sorry -- John had mentioned

       23             about the environmental issues.  The

       24             young lady had spoken of benefits,

       25             to check out benefits of
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        2             out-of-state landfills, and the

        3             issue of -- she had indicated in the

        4             course of her speaking about the

        5             plant expansion is going to be close

        6             to a dense population.

        7                   You know, maybe I'm dense, but

        8             I think I'm definitely that

        9             population.  I hear everything that

       10             goes on.  I know based on what I'm

       11             being told that this is for the good

       12             of everyone.  It's going to reduce

       13             what we have upstairs and it's going

       14             to reduce what we have downstairs.

       15             The rivers will be cleaner, the

       16             water will be cleaner, and we're

       17             going to have better air, et.

       18             cetera.

       19                   It reminded me of when I went

       20             to school in my first high school

       21             class when they were talking about

       22             the best war ever that was going to

       23             solve the war to end all wars, World

       24             War I.

       25                   And there were two sides to
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        2             World War I.  Yes, it was advertised

        3             as the war to end all wars, the only

        4             problem is that if you were one of

        5             the troops in the trenches that had

        6             those constant barrages, it wasn't a

        7             very good place to be.  And the

        8             problem is that with all that we're

        9             speaking about, the good that's

       10             going to come from this plant,

       11             assuming that the statistics are

       12             real, we are in the trenches.

       13                   The people in Meadowbrook

       14             Pointe are in the trenches and the

       15             ones who are in the front line of

       16             the trenches are the people who I

       17             see many of them here.  We live

       18             facing the plant and Merchants

       19             Concourse.  It's nice to, you know,

       20             be ecologically correct in terms of

       21             what is being done, but this is in

       22             our backyard.  We hear the noises,

       23             we're hear the trucks, we smell the

       24             trucks, and I must admit I was a

       25             little amused when John had
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        2             mentioned that now they are

        3             instituting a once-a-week cleanup.

        4             They always speak in terms of how

        5             good neighbors they are.  Well, if

        6             they are cleaning the street from

        7             the garbage that's dropped from the

        8             trucks once a week, how often was it

        9             cleaned before and the answer is it

       10             wasn't.

       11                   Speaking of being a good

       12             neighbor, I learned some words

       13             today.  John, once again, used the

       14             issue of mitigation and he mentioned

       15             that well, they're going to consider

       16             an entrance on Stewart Avenue as

       17             part of mitigation.  Well, that

       18             should not be part of mitigation.

       19             An entrance on Stewart Avenue should

       20             be a prerequisite to anything that

       21             goes on.  That should be the

       22             starting point moving the traffic

       23             off of Merchants Concourse.  There

       24             should be a median constructed, not

       25             a light, a median, so that trucks
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        2             coming up Merchants Concourse can't

        3             make a left turn.  This should be

        4             the starting point before we talk of

        5             such things as mitigation.

        6                   And, you know, as was mentioned

        7             by Zelda, I'm happy to say that they

        8             are outreaching.  They are trying to

        9             see what they can do.  I can't

       10             comment in terms of the

       11             environmental issues.  I'm not going

       12             to say that anyone who feels it's

       13             not safe environmentally, in terms

       14             of what they breath, I can't attest

       15             to that.  The one thing I can attest

       16             to is the fact that the business of

       17             the trucks has to be resolved.  And

       18             that must start with an entrance for

       19             the trucks on Stewart Avenue and

       20             making it very difficult, if not

       21             impossible, for trucks to come up

       22             and make a left turn into their

       23             plant.

       24                   Now, we had discussed in the

       25             past modifying contracts and, as
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        2             pointed out very recently, I read in

        3             the newspaper that they signed a

        4             very big contract with the Town and

        5             they were talking about the amount

        6             of money that was being allocated

        7             towards the plant and the amount of

        8             money that was allocated to

        9             trucking, and I asked well, in the

       10             contract you have drawn up for this,

       11             what does it say about the trucks

       12             going into the plant?  Well, it says

       13             nothing.  And then, I was given

       14             reasons as to why it can't say

       15             anything and the law says you can't

       16             do this and do that.  Well, the

       17             truth of the matter is that no

       18             matter what the law says if there's

       19             an entrance on Stewart Avenue and

       20             the trucks can't make a left turn we

       21             don't need the law.  There's going

       22             to be reduction of the trucks going

       23             past Meadowbrook Pointe and past our

       24             trenches.

       25                   I thank you.  I hope that this
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        2             could come to a resolution, but it

        3             has to come from Covanta.  I thank

        4             you.

        5                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Mr.

        6             Sosnick.  Ernest Cantonese, 540

        7             Mitchell Street, Uniondale.

        8                   MR. CANTONESE:  My first

        9             comment is this plant should never

       10             have been put in the middle of a

       11             residential area to begin with and

       12             now to double the capacity seems

       13             incomprehensible to me.

       14                   We travel up and down

       15             Meadowbrook Parkway often and we go

       16             by and sometimes you can taste the

       17             air and I've actually gagged going

       18             by.  If they are going to double the

       19             capacity, we might as well give up

       20             and leave.

       21                   MR. PAROLO:  Identify yourself,

       22             please.  You're not on the list.

       23                   MS. CANTONESE:  My name is

       24             Marie Cantonese present with my

       25             husband for Unite, a community
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        2             organization.

        3                   I have difficulty hearing and

        4             so please forgive me if I don't

        5             answer the questions that you

        6             present to me.

        7                   We are over 50 years in the

        8             town of Hempstead.  Ernie and I have

        9             traveled throughout the entire

       10             United States by car, not by

       11             airplane, although we have taken

       12             airplane rides.  We've gone all

       13             through Mexico.  We've gone through

       14             every province in Canada and we've

       15             gone even to Europe, so even though

       16             I say we've been in Uniondale for

       17             years, I want you to know we have

       18             gotten up and have gone to many

       19             different projects that they have

       20             throughout the country.

       21                   We went to Staten Island.  We

       22             saw their dump and we also saw their

       23             electric facility over there.  In

       24             fact, that's usually what we do when

       25             we go on vacation.  We find out
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        2             what's underground, what's over

        3             ground and so forth.

        4                   When the first Covanta -- it

        5             was not Covanta, it was Mercury

        6             Fuel -- was put in we didn't think

        7             too much about it because it did not

        8             sound too bad.  And we also didn't

        9             know it was in Uniondale.  As time

       10             has gone on, we found out it is in

       11             Uniondale and this is really going

       12             to impact Uniondale.

       13                   Uniondale Avenue on the

       14             Environmental Impact Statement is

       15             one of the avenues that these big

       16             trucks that the gentleman just got

       17             done speaking about will be

       18             traveling over.

       19                   We had, at one time, when it

       20             was Mercury Fuel, we had trucks

       21             coming down Uniondale Avenue so it

       22             looked like a railroad train.  I'm

       23             not fooling you.  Slop and

       24             everything coming out of the back of

       25             these trucks.  Our children were
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        2             slopping through it.  The streets

        3             stank.  Our cars, we just -- if you

        4             know Uniondale Avenue it's a narrow

        5             street and the cars that were parked

        6             alongside got this slop all over

        7             them.  This is not good.

        8                   Now, when we asked Covanta

        9             people if they intended to put out

       10             papers to widen Uniondale Avenue so

       11             their trucks would go down we got

       12             well, that's not in the making yet.

       13             Okay.  There's a lot of things that

       14             is not in the making and this is

       15             very frightening.

       16                   Uniondale Avenue cuts our town

       17             in half and we certainly cannot

       18             afford to have these huge trucks

       19             coming down the middle of this

       20             street so I would like to tell you

       21             to please reconsider this as Covanta

       22             is now, as my husband stated, maybe

       23             they say it's a state-of-the-art

       24             facility and maybe some people

       25             agree, neither of us do agree to
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        2             that.

        3                   As he says, we travel the

        4             Meadowbrook Parkway basically around

        5             12, 1 o'clock in the morning.  I

        6             have to admit I've never seen yellow

        7             smoke.  I know how to detect

        8             chemicals when they are burnt.  I

        9             can detect rubber tires.  There had

       10             been -- I haven't seen it lately --

       11             but there have been this kind of

       12             debris burnt and so forth, so what

       13             we're asking you to do is, I'll have

       14             to say, please leave Covanta as it

       15             is.  It has a 50-year tax deferment

       16             from an I.D.A. going back a while

       17             ago.  I'm sure you have that on the

       18             books there somewhere.

       19                   The I.D.A. seem to help other

       20             people but this is not helping us.

       21             The tax they say they are going to

       22             pay to Uniondale will never pay for

       23             all the people, these seniors that

       24             we have in these new houses.  I'm

       25             going to hang up now.  Thank you
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        2             very much.

        3                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Mr. and

        4             Mrs. Catanese.

        5                   Martin Melkonian, 763 Goodrich

        6             Street, Uniondale.  Would you spell

        7             your last name, sir, please.

        8                   MR. MELKONIAN:  My name is a

        9             Martin Melkonian.  I'm a resident of

       10             Uniondale.  I am a member of

       11             Uniondale Community Counsel and I

       12             teach at Hofstra University in the

       13             Economics Department.

       14                   MS. KREYE:  I'm Mary E. Kreye.

       15             I'm vice president of Uniondale

       16             Community Council.  I am on the

       17             list.  436 Locust Avenue.

       18                   MR. PAROLO:  Okay.  K-R-E-Y-E.

       19                   MR. MELKONIAN:  I'd like to

       20             read a prepared statement of several

       21             of the board members and other

       22             members of Uniondale Community

       23             Council.

       24                   We believe that a period of due

       25             diligence is necessary to assess the
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        2             alternatives to a planned 40 percent

        3             increase in capacity, which we

        4             believe will entail significant

        5             increases in contaminants to our

        6             air, our water and our food

        7             supplies.  There are also problems

        8             relating to increased traffic of

        9             large garbage hauling trucks in our

       10             area and the possible spillage of

       11             highly contaminated waste, both

       12             before and after incineration.

       13                   While the plant is reported to

       14             have an admirable operating record,

       15             we are concerned about incidents

       16             when even the best plants

       17             malfunction, generating potential

       18             hazard to surrounding areas.

       19             Moreover, even if the plant today is

       20             operating at top efficiency, there

       21             are questions as to its performance

       22             over time, as equipment ages and

       23             perhaps new management takes over.

       24                   Actually, I have had a chance

       25             to meet some of the operators of the
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        2             plant and I'm very impressed with

        3             them.  John and Ken straight I think

        4             are doing an outstanding job

        5             currently, but that doesn't

        6             guarantee what's going to happen

        7             over time.

        8                   The alternative to the

        9             expansion generally presented as

       10             land filling our garbage off-island.

       11             This option appears to be

       12             decreasingly attractive over time,

       13             as land fills close and hauling

       14             costs send grease.  It is also

       15             alleged that environmental costs

       16             overall are lessened by incineration

       17             versus long-distance land filling.

       18             Whether or not this is true, it is

       19             clear that communities surrounding

       20             the incinerator, perhaps as many as

       21             a half million residents of the Town

       22             Hempstead will bear a

       23             disproportionate share of the

       24             environmental costs in burning

       25             imported garbage, imported from
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        2             areas outside of the Town of

        3             Hempstead.

        4                   While there is an economic

        5             benefit to the Town due to the

        6             relatively modest tipping fee, I

        7             think it's about $70 per ton,

        8             Covanta pays no taxes, no pilots and

        9             receives a significant subsidy from

       10             the Town in the form of low interest

       11             industrial development bonds.

       12                   The to properly assess

       13             Covanta's expansion proposal, we

       14             believe it is incumbent for the Town

       15             of Hempstead and the board leaders

       16             to consider the alternatives.

       17                   UCC has consulted with a group

       18             called Green Waste Solutions, who

       19             have suggested a plan to save money

       20             and reduce trash.  The acronym is

       21             SMART, Save Money and Reduce Trash.

       22             The essence of this plan is to

       23             change attitudes about the

       24             generation of garbage by having

       25             consumers directly pay for the
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        2             disposal of garbage.  SMART has

        3             become operational in more than

        4             3,000 communities nationwide,

        5             including several areas like San

        6             Francisco and Wooster, Massachusetts

        7             that are as large as the Town of

        8             Hempstead or larger.  It has

        9             produced cost savings averaging

       10             45 percent, and this is documented.

       11             In fact, I do have a publication put

       12             forth by this plan that I would like

       13             to submit to this board for your

       14             perusal.

       15                   MR. PAROLO:  Please.

       16                   MR. MELKONIAN:  This results in

       17             benefits to the local government,

       18             the households and importantly to

       19             our shared environment.  As I said,

       20             details of the plan I will submit to

       21             you.

       22                   Before approval is granted by

       23             the Town to Covanta's planned

       24             expansion of a fourth boiler, Town

       25             of Hempstead Board leaders should
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        2             explore SMART and other cost

        3             effective alternatives.  A modest

        4             expenditure in due diligence is

        5             crucial if we are to undertake an

        6             investment that will affect our

        7             community's well being for

        8             generations to come.

        9                   We therefore ask that the Town

       10             of Hempstead Board delay any

       11             decision on the Covanta expansion

       12             and schedule a special town meeting

       13             to hear and assess the merits and

       14             feasibility of the SMART waste

       15             reduction plan and any other

       16             alternatives that may be presented.

       17             Thank you.

       18                   MS. KREYE:  Just to add to

       19             this, we previously had had an

       20             agreement with American Refuel not

       21             to have trucks going up and down

       22             Uniondale Avenue.  This is no longer

       23             is in operation and especially early

       24             morning and late night travel along

       25             that road with dripping garbage
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        2             trucks has been observed by

        3             residents.  So when this proposal

        4             came up, we wrote a letter to the

        5             Town Board immediately asking that

        6             Uniondale Avenue not be part of the

        7             travel area for the trucks.

        8                   We've also learned that other

        9             towns on this island are considering

       10             the SMART solution to waste disposal

       11             and that may impact the operation of

       12             the current facility so that there

       13             may be no need to expand further.

       14                   And therefore, I'd like to

       15             concur and add the weight of our

       16             organization to say that we would

       17             like to have this other solution at

       18             least explored, explained and

       19             considered by an open public

       20             meeting.  Thank you.

       21                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Mrs.

       22             Kreye.  Just one observation.  This

       23             hearing the lead agency is the Town

       24             of Hempstead Industrial Development

       25             Agency.  This is not at the town
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        2             board level yet.

        3                   MS. KREYE:  Yes.  We realize

        4             that.  Thank you.

        5                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you so much.

        6             Howard Feuer, I believe, 268

        7             Roosevelt Way in Westbury.

        8                   MR. FEUER:  Thank you.  Good

        9             evening, my name is Howard Feuer.  I

       10             do live at 268 Roosevelt Way.  Just

       11             as a side, actually, I've come here

       12             the last year and a half from New

       13             York City where I was a district

       14             manager where I coordinated service

       15             delivery and I was intimately

       16             involved with the City of New York

       17             Solid Waste Management Plant for

       18             more than 15 years.

       19                   We had ten incinerators in New

       20             York City and we closed them all.

       21             We closed them all because we felt

       22             that it was environmentally

       23             impossible to safely burn trash in

       24             the City of New York.  That was a

       25             decision not made by me or by

                       FEVOLA REPORTING & TRANSCRIPTION INC. (631) 724-7576

        1                            Proceedings          56

        2             elected officials but made by

        3             scientists and those people who were

        4             in charge of building such a

        5             facility.  But I've come here to

        6             Hempstead and live in Meadowbrook

        7             Pointe.  Now I'm retired.  And I was

        8             unhappy with Covanta but I was happy

        9             with my neighborhood.

       10                   I love the town of Hempstead.

       11             I love the golf and everything that

       12             it's afforded to me.  I don't love

       13             the trucks and I don't like the

       14             opportunity of seeing a 40 percent

       15             increase in the number of truck

       16             traffic.

       17                   I mentioned New York City and

       18             I'm also on the board and I should

       19             note that when we had a presentation

       20             they talked about all the trucks and

       21             where the trucks come from.  They

       22             come from towns that I don't really

       23             know too much about because I'm only

       24             here a short period and they left

       25             out New York City in their
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        2             presentation.  And I know I see

        3             Queens trucks coming in and out of

        4             the community all the time.  So I

        5             called.  I called a friend of mine

        6             from solid waste and I said, "are we

        7             sending trucks to Hempstead to burn

        8             in an incinerator where we don't

        9             burn them in New York City?"  "Oh,

       10             absolutely.  We have a contract with

       11             Covanta."

       12                   So New York City doesn't want

       13             to burn garbage in New York City but

       14             they'll burn it in the town of

       15             Hempstead.

       16                   I'm concerned about the safety

       17             and the well being.  I'm also

       18             concerned about the economic

       19             hardship this is going to cause the

       20             Town of Hempstead.  Obviously,

       21             Fortunoff's is gone, several other

       22             stores are gone.  I don't know that

       23             people would want to come to that

       24             area where there's going to be such

       25             construction and there's going to be
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        2             this larger incinerator.  That's

        3             what it is.  It's an incinerator and

        4             it's in our backyard.  I believe

        5             that in the City of New York they

        6             are taking care of their own trash.

        7             I think the Town of Hempstead should

        8             take care of its own trash and not

        9             worry about the trash of surrounding

       10             communities and even other cities

       11             like New York City.  We should worry

       12             about our own.  We should take care

       13             of our own.  We should have more

       14             recycling and do due diligence with

       15             our garbage, but let's not take the

       16             entire Suffolk and Nassau Counties

       17             and bring all the trucks here.

       18                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, sir.

       19             Ron Wallace, 482 Pacing Way,

       20             Westbury.

       21                   MR. WALLACE:  Good evening.

       22             Thank you for the opportunity to

       23             speak tonight.  My name is Ron

       24             Wallace, 482 Pacing Way, Westbury,

       25             the community of Meadowbrook Pointe.
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        2                   Again, as you said, not to

        3             repeat issues that have been brought

        4             up, points of interest as far as

        5             truck traffic which is, I think,

        6             beaten to death, but just to

        7             emphasize, it does affect our

        8             community.

        9                   I, such as Ron Sosnick, also

       10             live right on the line of Merchants

       11             Concourse.  The truck traffic is at

       12             points very disquieting and at night

       13             keeps me up.  The garbage is being

       14             spilled in the street.  I see very

       15             little cleanup.  Early morning

       16             traffic you will see it blowing

       17             around.  These trucks are leaving

       18             the facilities not covered.  The

       19             wind whips up from their speed or

       20             from weather and some of this

       21             garbage is ejected from the

       22             vehicles.

       23                   In addition, there are

       24             drippings.  These trucks are not

       25             sealed as they should be.  I'm
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        2             surprised that the DEC has not made

        3             an issue of this to be dropping an

        4             environmental waste onto State

        5             roadways or Town roadways.  This, in

        6             itself, is then washed into our

        7             catch basins and I believe that is

        8             going into our groundwater.  It's

        9             not a sanitary line.

       10                   These are roadway catch basins,

       11             which most of them go to sumps along

       12             with the oils and whatever drippings

       13             come from all vehicles, but these

       14             drippings are being then directed

       15             into our sumps where then it is

       16             brought into our groundwater system.

       17             Hopefully someone will look into

       18             that matter.

       19                   Tonight, I don't see them here

       20             now, but News 12 was here doing

       21             interviews.  I guess maybe Covanta

       22             officials.  We were not given an

       23             opportunity to give a point of view.

       24             Statements were made that why these

       25             people are coming here now when they
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        2             moved here and knew that Covanta was

        3             there, they should not be

        4             complaining.  Well, that could not

        5             be farther from the truth.  You're

        6             right, we did know that Covanta was

        7             there and we did buy million dollar

        8             condos, okay, on the condition we

        9             were told that this was existing as

       10             is and we accepted it.  It would be

       11             like buying a home near Mac Arthur

       12             and then live there for two years

       13             and then they are going to tell you,

       14             we're building a J.F.K.  You

       15             shouldn't complain, you knew there

       16             was an airport here.  Okay, that's

       17             really not fair and I hope News 12

       18             doesn't present that point of view

       19             in such a way.

       20                   The Covanta spokesman, John,

       21             talked about how they don't want to

       22             truck traffic out, truck traffic out

       23             of state due to costs, fuel and

       24             congesting our roadways, but yet

       25             doesn't seem to have a problem
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        2             bringing in truck traffic from New

        3             York City into Nassau County.  I

        4             don't understand how it's good one

        5             way and it's not good the other.

        6             Okay.

        7                   Again, Ron Sosnick had

        8             mentioned the trucks traveling up

        9             and down Merchants Concourse.  There

       10             is an alternative for Covanta to put

       11             in an alternate entrance off of

       12             Stewart Avenue.  If that would

       13             please be put into the minutes, I

       14             think that is something that should

       15             be done whether this expansion is

       16             accepted or not.  It's something

       17             that I believe the residents of

       18             Uniondale and Westbury deserve that

       19             much.  Thank you very much.

       20                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you very

       21             much, Mr. Wallace.

       22                   Marie Cantonese, you wrote down

       23             on the list but you've already

       24             spoken, just for the record.

       25                     Let's take a five-minute
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        2             break.  Talk amongst yourselves and

        3             share ideas and you can take a

        4             moment if you have not written down

        5             your request to speak to do so at

        6             the table in the back and we'll

        7             reconvene in five or ten moments.

        8             You've been wonderful.

        9                   (At this time, a brief recess

       10             was taken.)

       11                   MR. PAROLO:  Eleanor Paul,

       12             552 --

       13                   MS. PAUL:  Path Avenue in

       14             Uniondale.

       15                   MR. PAROLA:  In Uniondale?

       16                   MS. PAUL:  Yes.  I'm a

       17             long-time homeowner in Uniondale and

       18             I'm interested in everything that

       19             goes on there.  I'm a member of the

       20             Uniondale Community Council.  I

       21             cringe at the thought of these

       22             tractor trailers coming down

       23             Uniondale Avenue.  It's a two-lane

       24             road and we have traffic squalls

       25             there at certain times of the day.
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        2             You can't even get across if you're

        3             on foot, and if a tractor trailer

        4             has to come to a stop or a traffic

        5             squall, I'm sure there will be

        6             debris in the street, and odors, and

        7             pollution from the diesels and I

        8             just cringe at the thought of it and

        9             I'm very concerned about health

       10             concerns for Uniondale.  That's all

       11             I have to say.

       12                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you so much.

       13                   MS. PAUL:  You're welcome.

       14                   MR. PAROLO:  Henry Cernotz, 552

       15             Pacing Way, Westbury.

       16                   MR. CERNOTZ:  As you know, this

       17             book that we had was this thick and

       18             it took a while to go through.  I

       19             just want to make a few comments

       20             about a few specific areas.

       21                   The first is the fugitive dust

       22             emissions that they say are now

       23             going to come from the wet/dry

       24             cooling area.  The book indicates,

       25             the report indicates, that we're
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        2             talking about 2.1 pounds per hour,

        3             3 pounds an hour, which is maybe in

        4             and of itself not a lot but when you

        5             multiply it out over a year we're

        6             talking approximately 9 tons of what

        7             is called PM25 particulate matter

        8             going into the air.  I live right

        9             next to it.  That's another 9 tons

       10             of dust and garbage that we don't

       11             need in our air.

       12                   My second concern is much of

       13             the baseline data on which their

       14             report is based is based on areas

       15             that are not close to here.  For

       16             example, the PM25 and th O3 levels

       17             are based on areas of Babylon.  The

       18             carbon monoxide levels are based on

       19             area around Queens College.

       20                   I would think that studies can

       21             be done in our area, not taking

       22             baselines from other areas.  It's

       23             easy enough to get a baseline in

       24             this area as opposed to going out to

       25             Queens College and getting a carbon
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        2             monoxide level.

        3                   Also, if you go to 3.5 in the

        4             at ACTI report, they base the

        5             readings for weather on Republic

        6             Airport, which is not particularly

        7             close to here, and also they base

        8             the upper air studies on Brookhaven.

        9             Again, not around here.

       10                   Aside from the noise with the

       11             trucks that we're going to have,

       12             problems with emissions from the

       13             trucks, on EF6 Covanta says they

       14             conducted a microscale facility.

       15             Well, a micro study is probably not

       16             good here.  We need a macro study.

       17             We need a whole area to be studied.

       18                   The emissions coming out of

       19             these trucks are 1 percent below the

       20             applicable regulations.  One percent

       21             is not that low.  I would like to

       22             see a much larger decrease in

       23             emissions from the trucks.

       24                   They also did a noise

       25             measurement abatement study, and if
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        2             you look at Page 3-24 of the AECOM

        3             environment study photograph and

        4             they show the locations where they

        5             did the noise abatement study, an

        6             ambient noise study, and you can see

        7             that location number four is, I

        8             guess, Ron Sosnick's building.  But

        9             they only go -- that's the only

       10             location.  They don't go any farther

       11             into Meadowbrook Pointe to check the

       12             noise inside Meadowbrook Pointe.  I

       13             know Ron is on the outskirts but

       14             there are other people inside the

       15             community who are complaining of

       16             noise problems and I would think

       17             that they would have to do a better

       18             noise study on Meadowbrook Pointe.

       19                   One thing that I don't see, and

       20             I went through that report, it would

       21             make it a lot easier for us if they

       22             would have a plume disbursement

       23             chart showing where the plume goes,

       24             showing where the weather is, the

       25             winds.  They don't show that at all.
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        2             We have no idea.  I mean, luckily,

        3             Meadowbrook Pointe is, I think, on

        4             the west side of the plume.

        5             However, I know we're having a

        6             lighthouse, hopefully, someday being

        7             built and that could be right in the

        8             middle of that plume and that has to

        9             be considered in the future too.

       10                   I know that there are other

       11             Meadowbrook Pointe residents who

       12             would like to make written comments

       13             and I would ask that time be given

       14             to them to do that.

       15                   I also would like to make a

       16             comment that back in June of 2007

       17             Board of assessors, Harvey Levinson,

       18             made remarks to the Town Board about

       19             the I.D.A. giving tax incentives to

       20             Covanta, approximately 14 million

       21             dollars from what I understand, it

       22             was on the tax roles.  As far as I'm

       23             concerned, any company that is

       24             making, last report 37 million

       25             dollars, they don't need it.  I
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        2             think we need it more than them.

        3             Thank you.

        4                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you.  Just

        5             to reiterate, the record remains

        6             open through and until August 10th.

        7             We would welcome additional comments

        8             of any form from you.  That will be

        9             considered as much as the oral

       10             testimony today and any of the other

       11             documents that we have received to

       12             date.  Thank you.

       13                   Richard Craig, 498 Westbury

       14             Avenue, Westbury.

       15                   MR. CRAIG:  Good evening.  I am

       16             from Westbury, Meadowbrook Pointe.

       17             I live in the same building as the

       18             two Rons do.  My complaint is

       19             Meadowbrook Pointe is right next to

       20             it and when this was built, Covanta

       21             was built, the residence was very

       22             small.  Now since the resident area

       23             has become very large.  You have

       24             Meadowbrook Pointe and you also have

       25             Arch Stone and it's becoming larger
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        2             and you have the trucks going in and

        3             out making a mess on the streets.

        4                   We have asked Covanta if they

        5             could put a washer inside of the

        6             plant that would wash the tires of

        7             the trucks before they came out of

        8             the plant to keep all of that

        9             moisture and stuff coming out onto

       10             the streets.  Nothing has been done

       11             on that.

       12                   You now have pollutants coming

       13             out.  I cannot get how much

       14             pollution is coming out in one lump

       15             sum.  They break it down.  So much

       16             of this is coming out, so much of

       17             that is coming out, but they will

       18             not give you a sum of everything

       19             that is coming out.

       20                   You have trucks that are going

       21             in there, diesels that are idling,

       22             and you have other pollutants coming

       23             from the smoke from the diesels.

       24             Now, if you increase this by

       25             40 percent you're going to have
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        2             40 percent more trucks dropping

        3             garbage on the streets.  You're

        4             going to have 40 percent more

        5             diesels idling and riding through

        6             garbage and bringing it out, and

        7             you're going to have 40 percent more

        8             pollutants coming out of the smoke

        9             stack.

       10                   Now, most of the people in

       11             Meadowbrook Pointe don't like it,

       12             but they are senior citizens and

       13             they are more apt to become affected

       14             by all this than a younger person.

       15             So I do not believe that Covanta, at

       16             this point, should be increased by

       17             40 percent because of the larger

       18             residency that's around it.  Thank

       19             you.

       20                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you so much.

       21             Good evening, sir.

       22                   That completes the list that I

       23             have before me in terms of those

       24             requesting an opportunity to be

       25             heard this evening.  Is there anyone
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        2             not on the list that would request

        3             an opportunity to be heard this

        4             evening presently?  Please raise

        5             your hand.

        6                   Just identify yourself again,

        7             sir.

        8                   MR. CERNOTZ:  Henry Cernotz.  I

        9             did forget -- I was thinking while I

       10             was sitting -- the representative

       11             from Covanta had indicated that the

       12             NOx emissions were not going to

       13             increase because they have this new

       14             patent pending technology.  Well,

       15             that's new technology and frankly

       16             none of us know how it's going to

       17             work and until we do and until we

       18             get a specific report from Covanta

       19             as to what technology is going to be

       20             put in, I don't think we should move

       21             forward.

       22                   The next thing is as a citizen,

       23             I frankly don't know how the I.D.A.

       24             works insofar as whether or not they

       25             have their own independent engineer
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        2             and consultants to look this over.

        3                   MR. PAROLO:  We do.

        4                   MR. CERNOTZ:  I hope that we do

        5             and I hope that they are not paid by

        6             anybody else but us.  I'll pay for

        7             this, the taxpayers will pay for

        8             this.

        9                   MR. PAROLO:  The bill is

       10             painful.

       11                   MR. CERNOTZ:  The bill is

       12             painful?  Well, the bill has to be

       13             paid.

       14                   MR. PAROLO:  I'm saying, don't

       15             offer to pay.

       16                   MR. CERNOTZ:  I'm sorry, but we

       17             want an independent looking at it.

       18             We don't want any entity looking at

       19             it that's paid by anybody who's

       20             involved who has an interest in

       21             this.  Thank you.

       22                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you, Mr.

       23             Cernotz once again.

       24                   Again, please approaching.

       25                   MR. FEUER:  I'm Howard Feuer.
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        2             I'm sorry that I did not say this

        3             before but under no circumstances I

        4             think this board should approve

        5             Covanta and permit them.  There

        6             should be stipulations that they

        7             can't, for example, have the state

        8             of Connecticut or the state of

        9             Massachusetts barge stuff somewhere

       10             in Nassau or Suffolk County and then

       11             bring it here.

       12                   I also think that it should be

       13             prohibited for them to accept trash,

       14             either from New York City or

       15             contractors from New York City.  If

       16             this is going to be a Nassau/Suffolk

       17             County facility and it unfortunately

       18             goes that way, I think there needs

       19             to be stipulations in their contract

       20             that those contractors and those

       21             municipalities have to be in Nassau

       22             or Suffolk County.  Thank you.

       23                   MR. PAROLO:  Thank you very

       24             much, sir.

       25                   I'm not begging.  Is there
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        2             anyone else that would like to be

        3             heard?

        4                   Hearing no reply and observing

        5             that it is 8:25, I hereby declare

        6             this proceeding terminated for

        7             tonight.  But again, we welcome and

        8             our board will be totally involved

        9             in the decision making and

       10             everything you said tonight.  We

       11             welcome your further input.  Thank

       12             you so much.  You were a terrific

       13             crowd and you articulated yourselves

       14             very well.  Safe home.  Thank you.

       15                   (Time noted:  8:25 p.m.)
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